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“Those who answer the calling will find out if they have what it 

takes” These words make up the current US Marines recruitment 

motto.  It is a response to the words, “America’s Few.” It is an 

appeal to those who would step forward to serve at the highest level 

of commitment.  This is the challenge that we have been looking at 

as we have journeyed through the Beatitudes of the Sermon on the 

Mount. This is the “manifesto” of kingdom living as presented by 

the King Himself. The verses we examine today in Matthew 5:13-16 

crystallize and characterize everything about our Lord’s teaching 

concerning His expectation of His followers. He is looking for the 

few who would commit to the highest level of discipleship.       

I.  A DESCRIPTION OF DISCIPLESHIP 

  You are the salt of the earth.(13) You are the light of the world.(14)  

II.  THE DANGERS IN DISCIPLESHIP 

 But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again?  

It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown our and 

trampled by men. (14b) 

Nether do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. (15) 

III.  OUR DUTY AS DISCIPLES  

In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see 

you good deeds, and praise you Father in heaven. (16) 

What you are is self-evident. Jesus wants it to be evident to the 

world that we are salt and light. We are to be that which attracts to 

the world to God!  

Reflections: 

• Is my life defined by my relationship with Jesus Christ? 

• Can I describe the way I live my life as an influence with 

others? 

• Does my life attract others to Jesus Christ?  
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